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1. BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
What is included 

ü 1 x DMX Mega StrobeÊ III 

ü 1 x Gel Frame 
ü 1 x Warranty Card 
ü 1 x User Manual 

Unpacking Instructions 

Immediately upon receiving a fixture, carefully unpack the carton, check the contents to ensure that 

all parts are present, and have been received in good condition. Notify the shipper immediately and 

retain packing material for inspection if any parts appear damaged from shipping or the carton itself 

shows signs of mishandling. Save the carton and all packing materials. In the event that a fixture 

must be returned to the factory, it is important that the fixture be returned in the original factory box 

and packing. 

AC Power 

To determine the power requirements for a particular fixture, see the label affixed to the back plate of 

the fixture or refer to the fixtureôs specifications chart. A fixtureôs listed current rating is its average 

current draw under normal conditions. All fixtures must be powered directly off a switched circuit and 

cannot be run off a rheostat (variable resistor) or dimmer circuit, even if the rheostat or dimmer 

channel is used solely for a 0% to 100% switch. Before applying power to a fixture, check that the 

source voltage matches the fixtureôs requirement. Check the fixture or device carefully to make sure 

that if a voltage selection switch exists that it is set to the correct line voltage you will use. 

 

Warning! Verify that the voltage indicator on your unit matches the line voltage applied. Damage to your 
fixture may result if the line voltage applied does not match the voltage indicated on the 

fixture.  
 
 All fixtures must be connected to circuits with a suitable Earth Ground.  

 

Contact Us 

World Wide 

General Information CHAUVET 
3000 North 29

th
 Court 

Hollywood, FL 33020 

voice: 954.929.1115 
fax: 954.929.5560 
toll free: 800.762.1084 

Technical Support CHAUVET 
3000 North 29

th
 Court 

Hollywood, FL 33020 

voice: 954.929.1115 (Press 4) 
fax: 954.929.5560 (Attention: Service) 

World Wide Web www.chauvetlighting.com 
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Safety Instructions 

 

 

 Please keep this User Guide for future consultation. If you sell the unit to another user, be sure that 

they also receive this instruction booklet. 

 Always make sure that you are connecting to the proper voltage, and that the line voltage you are 

connecting to is not higher than that stated on the decal or rear panel of the fixture. 

 This product is intended for indoor use only! To prevent risk of fire or shock, do not expose fixture to 
rain or moisture. 

 Make sure there are no flammable materials close to the unit while operating. 

 The unit must be installed in a location with adequate ventilation, at least 20 in (50 cm) from adjacent 
surfaces. Be sure that no ventilation slots are blocked. 

 Always disconnect from power source before servicing or replacing lamp or fuse and be sure to 

replace with same lamp source. 

 Secure fixture to fastening device using a safety chain. 

 Maximum ambient temperature (Ta) is 104° F (40° C). Do not operate fixture at temperatures higher 

than this.  

 In the event of a serious operating problem, stop using the unit immediately. Never try to repair the 

unit by yourself. Repairs carried out by unskilled people can lead to damage or malfunction. Please 
contact the nearest authorized technical assistance center. 

 Never connect the device to a dimmer pack. 

 Make sure the power cord is never crimped or damaged. 

 Never disconnect the power cord by pulling or tugging on the cord. 

 Avoid direct eye exposure to the light source while it is on.  

 

Caution! There are no user serviceable parts inside the unit. Do not open the housing or attempt any repairs 

yourself. In the unlikely event your unit may require service, please contact CHAUVET at:   
954-929-1115. 

 
 

  

 

 Please read these instructions carefully, which includes important information 
about the installation, usage and maintenance of this product. 
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2. INTRODUCTION 
Features 

 2-channel DMX-512 strobe light 

 Variable electronic dimmer (0-100%) 

 Variable electronic flash rate (0-20fps) 

 Blinder / lightning effect 

Additional Features 
 Includes gel frame and 4-pack of gels (RGBY) 

 Built-in sound activated programs  

 Built-in resettable circuit breaker (no fuses) 

 

DMX Channel Summary 

CHANNEL FUNCTION 

1 Speed/ Mode 

2 Dimmer 
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Product Overview 
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CH-750B Lamp 

The lamp is removed and replaced through the front of the 
fixture. You must first remove the glass cover. Attempt to 
remove the lamp after you have released all wire leads from the 
PCB. 
 
Remove the two Phillips#2 screws holding down each end of 
the lamp.  
 
Slide out the lamp wires from the reflector.  
 
Repeat procedure in reverse to replace and reconnect wire 
leads to the appropriate terminals on the PCB. Make sure that 
the wires are tightly screwed onto the PCB terminals. 

Unscrew grounding 

wire from PCB. 

Remove the 4 corner 
screws to allow the 
temporary removal of the 
safety glass cover. 

Unscrew and release 
lamp wires from the main 

PCB. 

PCB 

3. SETUP 
Lamp Installation 
 

When replacing the lamp, please wait 15 minutes after powering down to allow the unit to cool down! Always disconnect 
from main power prior to lamp replacement. 

 

Note: The DMX Mega StrobeÊ III ships with a lamp preinstalled. 
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Fixture Linking 

You will need a serial data link to run light shows of one or more fixtures using a DMX-512 controller 

or to run synchronized shows on two or more fixtures set to a master/slave operating mode. The 

combined number of channels required by all the fixtures on a serial data link determines the number 

of fixtures the data link can support.  

Important:  Fixtures on a serial data link must be daisy chained in one single line. To comply with 

the EIA-485 standard no more than 32 fixtures should be connected on one data link. 

Connecting more than 32 fixtures on one serial data link without the use of a DMX 

optically-isolated splitter may result in deterioration of the digital DMX signal.  

Maximum recommended serial data link distance: 500 m (1640 ft) 

Maximum recommended number of fixtures on a serial data link: 32  

Data Cabling 

To link fixtures together you must obtain data cables. You can purchase CHAUVET-certified DMX 

cables directly from a dealer/distributor or construct your own cable. If you choose to create your own 

cable please use data-grade cables that can carry a high quality signal and are less prone to 

electromagnetic interference. 

DMX Data Cable 

Use a Belden© 9841 or equivalent cable which meets the specifications for EIA RS-485 applications. 

Standard microphone cables cannot transmit DMX data reliably over long distances. The cable must 

have the following characteristics: 

2-conductor twisted pair plus a shield 
Maximum capacitance between conductors ï 30 pF/ft. 

Maximum capacitance between conductor and shield ï 55 pF/ft. 
Maximum resistance of 20 ohms / 1000 ft. 
Nominal impedance 100 ï 140 ohms 

Cable Connectors 

Cabling must have a male XLR connector on one end and a female XLR connector on the other end. 

CAUTION Do not allow contact between the common and the fixtureôs chassis ground. 

Grounding the common can cause a ground loop, and your fixture may perform 

erratically. Test cables with an ohmmeter to verify correct polarity and to make sure 

the pins are not grounded or shorted to the shield or each other. 

COMMON 

DMX + 

DMX - 

INPUT OUTPUT 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 
3 

2 

Resistance 120 
ohm ¼ W between 
pin 2 (DMX -) and 
pin 3 (DMX +) on 
the output of the 
last fixture. 

To avoid signal transmission 
problems and interference, it is 
always advisable to connect a DMX 

signal terminator. 

DMX connector configuration 
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This drawing 
provides a general 
illustration of the 
DMX Input/Output 
panel of a lighting 

fixture.  

Universal DMX Controller 

Continue the link 

Hanging Clamp 

Note! 
Clamp is sold separately. 

3-Pin to 5-Pin Conversion Chart 

Note! If you use a controller with a 5-pin DMX output connector, you will need to use a       

5-pin to 3-pin adapter. CHAUVET Model No: DMX5M, or DMX5F. 

The chart below details a proper cable conversion: 

3 PIN TO 5 PIN CONVERSION CHART 

Conductor 3 Pin Female (Output) 5 Pin Male (Input) 

Ground/Shield Pin 1 Pin 1 

Data ( - ) signal Pin 2 Pin 2 

Data ( + ) signal Pin 3 Pin 3 

Not used  Pin 4 

Not used  Pin 5 

Setting up a DMX Serial Data 
Link  

1. Connect the (male) 3-pin connector side of the 
DMX cable to the output (female) 3 pin 
connector of the controller.   

2. Connect the end of the cable coming from the 
controller which will have a (female) 3-pin 
connector to the input connector of the next 

fixture consisting of a (male) 3-pin connector.  

3. Then, proceed to connect from the output as 
stated above to the input of the following fixture 

and so on. 

CHAUVET Certified DMX Data Cables 

Order Code Description 

DMX1.5  DMX Cable 1.5 m/4.9 ft 

DMX4.5  DMX Cable 4.5 m/14.8 ft 

DMX10  DMX Cable 10 m/32.8 ft 

 

Mounting 

Orientation 

This fixture may be mounted in any safe position, provided there is adequate room for ventilation. 

Rigging  

It is important never to obstruct the fan or vents pathway. Mount the 

fixture using, a suitable ñCò or ñOò type clamp. Adjust the angle of 

the fixture by loosening both knobs and tilting the fixture. After finding the 

desired position, retighten both knobs. 

 When selecting installation location, take into consideration lamp 
replacement access and routine maintenance.  

 Safety cables must always be used.  

 Never mount in places where the fixture will be exposed to rain, high 
humidity, extreme temperature changes or restricted ventilation. 



DMX Mega StrobeÊ III User Manual 10 6/11/2009 1:02 PM 

4. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS 
Operation 

Stand-Alone Mode (Sound-Active): 

This mode allows a single unit to run to the beat of the music. See the settings below for details on 

this operation. 

1. Set all DIP switches to the Off position. 

Stand-Alone Mode (Manual): 
1. Set Dip switch #10 to the Off position. 
2. Set Dip switch #9 to the On position. 
3. The following assignments will result modification of the other DIP switches. 

Manual 

DIP switch Function 

1 ï 4 Speed 

5 ï 8 Intensity 
 

 

DMX Mode 

This mode allows the unit to be controlled by any universal DMX controller. If you are unfamiliar with 

DMX, please read the ñDMX Primer sectionò. 
 

1. Set DIP switch #10 to the On position. 

2. Use DIP switches 1-9 to set the DMX starting address. 

DMX Channel Values 

CHANNEL VALUE FUNCTION 

1 
 
000 ė 211 

212 ė 255 

Speed/ Mode 
Slow ė Fast 

Sound triggering mode 

2 
 
000 ė 255 

Dimmer 
Low ė High 

Blinder Function 
To trigger the Blinder function, you must have the following combination of DMX values. 

 

CHANNEL VALUE FUNCTION 

1 

 
000 ė 042 
043 ė 211 
212 ė 255 

Speed/ Mode 
No function 
Blinder (requires CH.2 to be at DMX value 000) 
No function 

2 
 
000 ė 000 

Dimmer 
No function (required for Blinder effect) 

 
 Note: To disable the Blinder function after it has begun, channel 1 must be set at a value of 0 or 212-

255. 
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Setting the DMX Starting Address 

This DMX mode enables the use of a universal DMX controller device. Each fixture requires a "start address" 

from 1 to 512. A fixture requiring one or more channels for control begins to read the data on the channel 

indicated by the start address. For example, a fixture that uses 6 DMX channels and was addressed to start on 

DMX channel 100, would read data from channels: 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, and 105. Choose start addresses 

so that the channels used do not overlap, and note the start address selected for future reference. 

 

If this is your first time addressing a fixture using the DMX-512 control protocol, we suggest jumping to the 

Appendix Section and reading the heading ñDMX Primerò. It contains very useful information that will help you 

understand its use. 

 

Set the start address using the group of DIP switches located usually on bottom of the fixture. Each dip switch 

has an associated value. Adding the value of each switch in the ON position will provide the start address.  

Figuring out which switches to toggle ON given a specific start address can be accomplished by determining 

which switch values will add up to the address value, and turning these switches on. Do so by doing the 

following: 

1) Determine the largest value switch that is less than the start address. Turn this switch on. 

2) Subtract the value of the switch you just turned on from the starting address number. 

3) Determine the largest value switch that is less than the remainder from the previous subtraction. Turn this 
switch on. 

4) Subtract the value of the switch you just turned on from the remainder of the previous subtraction. 

5) Repeat steps three and four until you have a remainder of zero. 

EXAMPLE STARTING ADDRESS 
 

Address 10 

Switch # 4 = 8 

Switch # 2 = 2 

Total  = 10 

 

Address 24 

Switch # 5 = 16 

Switch # 4 = 8 

Switch # 2 = 2 

Total = 26 

 

Resolving address 
using simple math. 

Address 233 

233 ï (128) = 105, Turn ON Dip # 8 
105 ï (64) = 41, Turn ON Dip # 7 

41 ï (32) = 9, Turn ON Dip # 6 
9 ï (8) = 1, Turn ON Dip # 4 
1 ï (1) = 0, Turn ON Dip # 1 

 
 
 

DIP SWITCH (DMX VALUE) 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 

9 

1 

2 
4 
8 
16 

32 
64 
128 

256 

13456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

13456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

13456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

13456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

13456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

12222223456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

123456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

123456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

123456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

123456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

123456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6

123456789

ON

OFF

12481
6

3
2

6
4

1
2
8

2
5
6


